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Our Method
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Use a camera to get to know the place and to fully map the urban situation 
from the perspective of public/private or individual/collective. All information 
gathered by all individual students during the scanning exercise is stored in a 
visual database. A system of labeling allows everyone to draw images from the 
database during the rest of the project.

Zhongshan Road & Jianshe Street Area
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People’s Square
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1. Scanning
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Individual
& Collective

�����������

�

�����

�

���������

�

�

�

�������

�����������������

�

���������

�

�

���������������������������

�����������������������������

���������������������������

������

�

�

�

2.Database building

People
Infrastructure

Interiors
Façades

Food/Products
Ornaments

Visual Communication
Mobility
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3. Creative Writing Workshop

Students retell two poems by the famous Chinese poet Li Bai 
in their own words, using imagery and metaphor. 
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Seeing a Friend Off
 Li Bai
 translated by Stephen Carlson

Green mountains range beyond the northern wall.
White water rushes round the eastern town.
Right here is where, alone and restless, he
Begins a journey of a thousand miles.

While travelers’ intents are fleeting clouds,
A friend’s affection is a setting sun.
He waves good-bye, and as he goes from here,
His dappled horse lets out a lonely neigh.

Your creeking chairs matches your wavy wooden table
Above the ceiling is showing its signs of many years
Outside the room the hallway is getting packed with boxes
The signs of departure are getting clearer
You went out and bought the most fashionable chairs the store had to offer
The most brightest colour of green is painted on the walls
From the boxes framed memories arise which are valuable to you 
Now the green walls are waiting for more valuable moments to come

Laura den Otter

The Travel Log

The stars of a foreign lands,
have spoken a language I tried to understand

I wondered in a sea of thoughts,
where the captain of my ship drowned

The bishop of temple sand,
left without saying his sermon

have spoken a language I tried to understand



Students assign 3 descriptive words to their individual impressions of the 
scanning process. The 3 words are used as a starting point to write a piece of 
creative writing about the urban area.

Brainstorm session; As a group students come up with a position statement, 
which frames their proposal in the context of public/private or individual/
collective.
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3. Creative Writing Workshop (Ctnd)
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From the position statements generated by each group, pairs or trios of 
designers formulate a visual / graphic response to that statement from their 
own unique vantage point.
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4. Design Proposal
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Work in Progress


